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The Marine Reserve of La Graciosa and Islets of North Lanzarote, created in 1995, is
the first Canary Island marine reserve and the most extensive marine area in Europe,
with 70,700 ha. The area encompasses various forms of protection: Nature Park,
Integrated Reserve, Special Protection Areas for Birds (SPAB) and Sites of Community
Importance (SCI).
The Reserve bathes a section of the northern shoreline of the island of Lanzarote and
what is known as the Archipiélago Chinijo (La Graciosa, Alegranza, Montafia Clara,
Roque del Oeste and Roque del Este). This cluster of islets is located on the same
insular platform, so that the majority of the sea floors have depths of less than 200 m.
The great extent of its undersea platform, which differentiates the marine reserve in the
context of the Canary Islands, favours a larger settlement of benthic species.
The location of the marine reserve, close to the African coast, determines the cold
nature of its waters, which propitiate the presence of warm water species, rare or
absent in the rest of the Canary Islands, amongst which we may single out the hake
(Merluccius meriuccius), a fished species that represents 10.5% of recorded catches
and occupies second place in the volume of catches, behind the parrotfish (Sparisoma
cretense), which represents 25% of the total.

Management of the reserve: zoning, uses, means and projects
The Roque del Este Integrated Reserve lies in a one-mile-radius circle centred on the
islet of Roque and no activity is permitted in it except scientific studies subject to
authorization.
Professional fisheries are permitted outside this area with hook and line tackle and
traditional gear directed at the salema and migratory pelagic species, but only in the
case of registered vessels,
Diving and sport fishing are also permitted with authorisation, except in certain areas.
Material means: 19 m and 1000 HP vessel, auxiliary rubber dinghy, Visitor Centre,
Land Rover, five sets of diving equipment, a compressor, two cameras, a watertight
case, night-vision binoculars, georeferenced camera, ROV.
Human means: a coordinating biologist and 6 crew members of the fishery protection
vessel.
Projects: scientific follow-up of the reserve effect, Reserve mapping campaign with an
oceanographic vessel, promotion of activites complementary to fishing and a
programme of publicizing Canary Island fishing and marine reserves at educational
institutions.
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ISLA GRACIOSA E ISLOTES DEL NORTE DE LANZAROTE

MARINE RESERVE
CANARY ISLANDS - SPAIN
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The mission of the Marine Reserve is to The Marine Reserve borders with the northern coast of the Island The first Marine Reserve at the Canary Islands, was
of Lanzarote, the Massif or “Riscos de Famara” and the waters of  designated in 1995 by Order 19" May 1995 and Decree
the Chinijo Archipelago, whose small islands and rocks are: La 62/1995, 24" March 1995. With its 70,700 ha, it is the

Graciosa, Alegranza, Montana Clara, Roque del Oeste (Rogue largest European Marine Reserve.

protect and enhance fisheries to
maintain sustainable fisheries,
enabling artisanal fishermen in the
area to preserve their traditional

del Infierno or Roquete) and Roque del Este, nearly 1,000 km of

way of life. coastal line.
........ Besides, the Marine Reserve is supported and protected by the

i Directives Habitats (Directive 92/43/EEC), and Birds (Directive GENERAL FEATURES

79/409/EEC) and within the Canary Islands' Network of Protected R R ¢ i Ba o rin o Rocania BArHar
Matural R ; = x :
ki three traditional fishing population centres:
Special Protection Area for Birds (SPA) Orzola, north of Lanzarote, and Caleta de Sebo and
Site of Community Importance (SCI) Chinijo Archipelago Pedro Barba in La! Graciosa. Pedro Barba ‘was
Site of Community Importance (SCI) Sebadales de la Graciosa : y
Yo¥ . Site of Community Importance (SCI) Los Islotes abandoned by fishermen years ago and their houses were
b * Nature Reserve of the Chinijo Archipelago boughtby holidaymakers.

The group of small islands is located on the Canary Island platform, an
X area much larger than the Canarian Archipelago. The depth of their sea
B{%g:b @“——:4 beds is less than 200 metres. The terrestrial and submarine geomorphology
sl pmitnead e oGt is of an exceptional value, made out of mainly rocky and rugged sea beds, with
Bodianus:sols ®  numerouscaves, crevices and tunnels.

European seabass
Dicentrarchus labrax e M [TV
S @ iy % The main oceanographic parameters defining the Marine Reserve waters are:
Smooth Hammerhead = S | \silins saciatus
Sphyma zygaena 3 Blackiail comber i . ’ #3 Th C . 3
Serranus atcauda . = 3 ) )5( / -The Canary Current: an ocean current which branches off from the cold-water Gulf Current

BrouT maarie of the North Atlantic Current, which a lower temperature than it would be expected for that

Seiagna umbra

Labrus bérgylla i area.
J

Red mullet
Mullus summuletus

q:*-—{i@/ -The emerging cold, low-salinity waters: rich in nutrients, and produced by the upwelling off the African
platform by the Trade winds. Seasonal variations on these parameters depend on the strength of the sea

winds and their proximity to the African continent.

Mako Shark
Isurus axyrinchus

The cold temperature of jts waters, favours the presence of Atlantic-Mediterranean species which are seldom
found in the rest of the Canary Islands where the water temperature is warmer in the west, Among these the most

Gregler amber_j;c@(
SRl common are: ballan wrasse (Labrus bergylta), brown meagre (Sciaena umbra), European seabass (Dicentrarchus labrus), gilthead (Sparus auratus) and
g*;::;e‘j‘j:f* ¥ ﬁ el ,i European hake (Merluccius meriuccius),
Tree Coral =) +
D::drppr_:y.l’ra mmea. s 228 species of fish have been described: 38 species of condrichthyes (sharks)and 190 species of bony fish. There s a rich diversity of invertebrates, with an optimum quality

P Y forseafood fishing: rough limpet (Patelfa ulyssiponensis aspera), black limpet (Patella candei crenata), and the Ossilinus trappei, an endemic specie of the Canary Islands.

) w-%,*% ) 4 The Marine Reserve presents a large diversity of flora species (53% are catalogued for the Canary Islands), 304 species of macroalgae; and the marine seed producing plant
i ] 4 Cymodocea nodosa, which forms ecosystems of great environmental importance known as sebadales (meadows). These grasslands of phanerogams are very important because they
i et ot grow in the sand, and act as stabilizers of the sediments against currents, serving as support and protection of a rich invertebrate community and species of fish, such as: black bream
(Spondyliosoma cantharus), red mullet (Mullus surmuletus), parrot fish (Sparysoma cretense), pandora (Pagellus erithrinus), annular bream (Diplodus annufaris), whose fry and juveniles grow in

the meadows. These ecosystems, protected by European legislation, are abundant in the Reserve: in El Rio (between the islands of Lanzarote and La Graciosa), and in Veril de Alegranza (south of the

island).
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RESOURCES CHALLENGES

Survelllance: .

1 Coordinator, crew and fisheries rangers (6), "Isla de Nubes" vessel, A

visitor center, diving equipment, Bauer compressor, night vision devices,

photographic cameras (2), ROV GPS video camera... Increasing fishermen awareness on the Recovery of exploited

importance of Marine Reserves. stocks and fishery
enhancement.

Information:

Brochures, posters, DVD, Increasing stakeholders education in,about and
book on the Marine Reserve. for the marine environment. Protection of the marine
biodiversity.
Keeping poachers out of the Marine Reserve.
Marine laboratories for

J J J e e J e ¢ I I [ — Balancing good scuba diving and artisanal scientific follow up and
. fisheries. research.

Reducing the threats and impacts of human- Public awareness of the

induced effects. need and benefit of Marine
Reserves.

Ensuring better flow of data and Information to the

managers. Good diving practice

Decree 182008 o1 4-Saly 200 (30 . 10, o T Agont 2000 Grdar 20nh ameay 1780 (BOE no. 131 13- Februnry 2000, : - ¥ . compatible with resource
Order 17° March 1999 (BOC no. 1 of 18° May 1599). (T . : Tackling the threat of invasive non-native species. protection.

Spillwaters enforcement. Contact names:

Diego Fernandez and Silvia Gonzalez (Mercocanarias)
Centro reserva marina La Graciosa e slotes del Norte de Lanzarote - diegoff@mercocanarias.com - silviagr@mercocanarias.com
Abril 2008 Avda. Virgen del mar sin, Escollera, Isla Graciosa (Isla de Lahzarote) 35530-Spain
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