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POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTION OF THE FIRST SALE SYSTEM OF FRESH FISH IN
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The initial assessment document of the environmental goodness status of the Canary Islands
Region in the Marine Strategy (DMEM, 2012) remarks, in relation to the 3rd descriptor (D3),
entitled “Commercially exploited fish and shellfish”, that is necessary the analysis of catch and
fishing effort data series. The DMEM (2012), through the D3, tries to build indicators about the
conservation status of 15 fish stocks, but it describes gaps of information of these stocks, and
highlight the necessity of alternative indicators in a scientific context. On the other hand, the first
sale system of fresh fish (FSS) is the principal source of capture data in Canary Islands. However,
DMEM (2012) pointed out some problems in FSS, as incorrect identification of species,
uncertainty in the accuracy of weight records, it doesn't take into account the discards, and there are
no records of fishing effort and the gear used. However, as it is shown below, the information
recorded by the FSS could be helpful in decision process, and the system of data recording could
be potentially improved in the medium and long term.

In this context, our approach to the problems describe in DMEM (2012) is the characterisation of 6
point of data reporting in the FSSS of Gran Canaria, through the most representative fish species
(in frequency and weight). For this, data from 2006/2008 to 2014 from Agaete, Arguineguin,
Castillo del Romeral, Mogan, San Cristobal and Taliarte were analysed. In each FSS point, the
contribution of each specie (in incidence and weight) was used to identify the more representative
ones. From the 15 fish stocks propose in DMEM, 9 species are coincident with the results obtained
in this analysis. Moreover, the species differences between FSS points are showed.

The FSS was not designed as a fishing data recording system, but as fish product traceability
system. Nowadays, the net of FSS is composed by 29 points distributed along the Archipelago,
where daily capture by species, boat and by fishing ground is recorded. In order to optimize the
FSS, and due to its original design, it is important to make a diagnosis about their way to work and,
at the same time, to promote measures to improve the information recording system as a keystones
of fisheries policy of Canary Islands.
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